Hyperlink:


A hyperlink is a means of connecting a word or phrase in an electronic document with a separate resource that provides more information on the word or phrase.


Hyperlinks are similar to footnotes, in that they direct the user to expanded information on given topic. They differ from footnotes in that they are interactive and much more convenient.


On the World Wide Web, a hyperlink is generally distinguished from the surrounding text by its underline and blue color. A hyperlink can be ‘clicked’ with the mouse to activate it, and it will often change color thereafter to indicate that the user has already visited its target. Hyperlink targets can be either entirely separate documents, or can direct the user to specific portions of the currently open document.


Hyperlinks were first introduced with a document formatting system called SGML. Later, when the World Wide Web was invented, it used a subset of SGML called HTML, and the concept of hyperlinks was adopted for use between resources stored all across the Web. Today, it is hard to imagine the Web without hyperlinks.

